	Peace to you brothers and sisters. 

	Today we celebrate the solemnity of the Baptism of the Lord. One question that naturally arises when we celebrate this solemn feast is, "why was Jesus baptized?" He had no original sin. In fact, He had no sin at all. He is God. So it creates a scandal when we say that God was baptized by a man. John the Baptist recognized this scandal. In Matthew's account of the baptism, John told Jesus that it is Jesus who should be baptizing John and not vice versa. John said that he was not even worthy to untie the thong of Jesus' sandal. So why is Jesus, the incarnate Word of God, baptized by a man? 
	Certainly we know that God does not need to be baptized. God is complete in Himself. He does not need anything from us, and we of course add nothing to His greatness. If we take this realization as our starting point, what we learn is that everything that God does, is not done for His sake, but for our sake. So His baptism must have some significance for us.
	Now, with this in mind, let's turn to the Church to provide some insight as to what the implications of this baptism are for us who follow Christ. When we read these accounts of Jesus' baptism, one thing that jumps out is that in each of account of the Gospel, there is a voice from the Heavens. In the Gospel passage we read today, St. Luke tells us that this voice says, "You are my beloved Son, with you I am well pleased." He also tells us that the Holy Spirit descended upon him. 
	This is not an insignificant moment. This is the moment when the true identity of Jesus is revealed. Those of us who don't frequently study the prophets of the Old Testament or who zoned out during the first reading at Mass can miss this. But being the one with whom God is "well pleased" and the one upon whom the Spirit of the Lord has descended links St. Luke's description of Jesus with the suffering servant in the prophet Isaiah. Listen to Isaiah's description of the suffering servant: "Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit;" So, the baptism, as St. Luke describes it, is meant to help us understand who this man really is. He is the suffering servant prophesized by Isaiah in the first reading. Now let's listen again to the first reading to see what Isaiah writes about this suffering servant. "He establishes justice on the earth; the coastlands will wait for his teaching." He will be "a light for the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement, and, from the dungeon, those who live in darkness."
	Okay, so now we can see that Jesus' baptism is significant for us, as it reveals who Jesus is, and what He will accomplish. But we're still left with this lingering question. Why John? Was this arbitrary? I contend that it was not arbitrary. Jesus himself, in Matthew's baptismal account says that it is necessary to fulfill all righteousness, all fittingness, that is to say, it validates the work that John has been doing. John was the forerunner to the messiah, so he has been doing all the "prep work" for Jesus, so to speak, telling the people to prepare the way, and to repent. When Jesus comes to John to be baptized He is validating John's  message of repentance, he validates John's position as the forerunner by allowing John to publicly reveal him to the people. 
	So, through this baptism, John does not make Jesus holy. Jesus  is already holy. Instead, the Church Fathers, such as St. Maximus of Turin, are keen to note that in His baptism, Jesus made the waters of the Jordan River Holy by entering into them. Here again we can easily miss the significance of this statement if we are not familiar with the mindset of this time period. The Jordan River was believed to be the river that flowed into all rivers. And so by entering into the Jordan River, Christ made it Holy, and this holiness flows from the Jordan to all the rivers of the world. 
	So now, with all this background, we must ask, what is the significance of Jesus' baptism for us, 20th Century Americans? Well, let me suggest this: if by entering into one river, Christ was able to flow from that river into all the rivers of the world and transform them, making them holy, then I think it is fair to say that through His one Holy society – that is, the Church – Christ must flow outward and transform all societies. 
	For us who are members of the baptized Body of Christ, we are charged with transforming the world. We have a mission – to make Christ known in order to save souls. In fact this mission is the entire reason for the Church. As Cardinal Francis George often reminded us in the seminary, the Church does not have a mission, the Mission has a Church. This statement from the Cardinal highlights that it is the mission that is at the center, and the Church is the means through which the mission is carried out. This is transformative because so often people think of the Church as having an agenda. They treat it like any other society. But the Church does not have an agenda. Rather, the mission of Christ has a Church as a tool at its disposal.
	The Church is the means by which the world can be transformed. It is the means by which people can truly be set free. Recall that Isaiah tells us that the suffering servant will be a light in the darkness, and that he will free us from confinement. The Israelites thought this freedom would be  freedom from slavery to other nations. Our world thinks this freedom is freedom from objective truth and divine laws, or put another way, it's removing God from the life of the individual. But the freedom that Jesus provides is freedom to live according to the Truth, freedom to live not apart form God, but with God. When we reject this freedom, what we do is we replace the truth with lies. 
	It's like we are living in the movie the Matrix, where people's perception of reality is altered by machines that project an appealing yet fictional world. When our world claims that freedom is the unrestricted ability to act according to one's own will, it is not truly free, rather it's trapped in the matrix by this erroneous sense of freedom. So long as we remain under the delusion that our individual wills are the arbiter of what is and is not true,  of what is right and what is wrong, we are in captivity and we are not truly free. 
	But when we live by the Truth that is Jesus, we are truly free. We are no longer captive to lies and deceit. Instead we see and accept what has been revealed by God.  
	So in this feast we celebrate today, we are given our mission. The mission is to allow our own baptism to be an extension of Jesus' baptism. We are to flow beyond the river Jordan,  beyond the walls of this Church building, and into the world outside these walls, so that the Truth revealed by Jesus Christ can transform and free the world and so that all souls can be brought to salvation through Christ. 
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